
 

Upcoming Dates! 

Vashon Presbyterian Church 

September 2020 Newsletter  

 
Carpe Diem Starts 

Limited Outdoor Classes 
August 31 

 
Worship Team Meeting 

September 2 - 7 pm 
 

Friday Game Nights 
September 4, 11, 25 - 7 pm  

 
Hospitality Team Meeting  

September 4 - 9 am   
 

Mini Gatherings 
September 1 - 30  

 
VPC Book Club   

September 18  -  7 pm 
 

Art in Worship  
September 6, 13, 20, 27 

 
Happy Hours!  

September 2, 4, 7, 9, 11, 14, 
16, 18, 21, 23, 25, 28, 30. 

 
 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0  

Vashon Island, Washington 98070 
To Worship God in all we do, Centered in Jesus Christ, 

Moved by the Holy Spirit 

Session Finalizes Mission Statement and Narrative 
 
After much thought and sifting through congregational conversations 
and surveys the session has arrived at the wording of our mission 
statement and narrative that will serve to provide the vision for the new 
pastor search and the future of VPC here on Vashon. The session has 
spent many prayerful hours in the process.  The results are printed 
below. Please contact any member of session if you have questions or 
comments. 
 

Mission Statement: 
 
Vashon Presbyterian Church’s calling extends Christ’s love and 
acceptance to all, wherever they might be on their life’s journey, offers 
sacred sanctuary for all people yearning to draw close to God, and joins 
with people from all walks of life to work for justice and peace. 
 

Narrative: 
Vashon Presbyterian Church seeks to experience God’s extraordinary 

“Love One Another” 

The Annual Vashon Vintage Motorcycle Ride 
 

Motorcycle Sunday is scheduled for Sunday, September 
10th. Hundreds of motorcycles of all kinds line the 
streets of Vashon as we arrive for Sunday worship. VPC 
has a history of welcoming all to stop by, have a cup of 
coffee, enjoy a tasty homemade treat as well as use our 
facility to get warm and freshen up. Our hospitality table 
opens at 8:30 AM. Stop by before you go in for the 
Service and help greet our off-island guests. You never 
know how God may use you this day! (more in 
Outreach and Invitation News p 5) 

For a week in August, Bethel Church hosted an all 
island Vacation Bible School.  More than 80 kids 
from all over Vashon gathered together to have fun, 
to make new friends, be in community with one 
another and learn that God loves each and every one 

of them.  Weston and Garrett Dorr 
attended from VPC and we 
interviewed them in the church 
office to hear about their experience. 
What all did you guys learn about in 
VBS? 
Weston:  We made new friends and 
learned that God strengthens us, God 
loves us, God knows us and God 
hears us. 
Garrett:  We learned the song “God 
is with me wherever I go.” (Note: 

Greet 
and Meets 

 
It has been a good summer for getting to know one  another. Thanks to 
the following hosts for opening their homes so that these small groups 
can meet: Brownie Carver, Susan and Larry Commeree, Elizabeth 
Loveness, Kathy Olsen, Nancy and Ben Tucker, Nancy and Jan van 
Roessel, and Myrtle Walls.  The gatherings were well attended and the 
consensus was that they were fun and allowed us ton get to know one 
another a little better. 

The New Carpet Is Installed 
 

When you arrive for worship Sunday September 2nd , you’ll find a new 
look to the sanctuary.  The new capret is installed and the pews were 
put back in their places. There will be a rededication service Sunday, 
September 23. There were a few delays so the sanctuary just got put  

We needed lots of helpers to put the pews back in the sanctuary 

Outreach: Everyone’s Call  
 
The most simple and efficient outreach in our church is to ask 
our friends or others we meet to come visit our church service or 
activities.  To provide an opportunity for these personal 
invitations or a less personal but effective bridge to getting to 
know about our church, the Outreach Team, lead by Elder Barb 
Huff, plans fun and interesting events throughout the year. In 
the month of September the outreach activities are:   
 
First Friday     Join us Friday, September 6th for homemade ice 
cream and marshmallows by the fire pit in the front yard. Greet your 
neighbors and enjoy the fellowship of our church family.  
 
Motorcycle Sunday     Sunday, September 8 is "Motorcycle 
Sunday", when hundreds of Vintage Motorcycle Enthusiasts come 
to Vashon. The hospitality committee is organizing a refreshment 
table again, to be set up outside in front of the church. Please plan to 
donate cookies etc., homemade or purchased. This coming Sunday 
we will have a sign-up sheet for volunteers to help set up by 8 am, 
and then to attend the table, and clean up at the finish. Please plan to 
help out in whatever way possible for this outreach 
 
BIKE DRIVE for the community September 14th 9AM - 1PM at 
the church. We are working with Bike Works of Seattle to recycle 
bikes (bikeworks.org). They refurbish bikes for use in their 
programs or give away bikes, or up cycle parts, both locally and 
internationally. Bike Works accepts all bikes, bike parts and bike 
accessories, but they are especially in need of bikes in good 
condition.This is a great project for outreach - helping the 
community, recycling - a win for all.  

Barb Huff , Invitation and Outreach Elder 
  

 Join  Us on First Fridayoin us Friday, September 6th 
for homemade ice cream and marshmallows by the 
fire pit in the front yard. Greet you neighbors and 
 Motorcycle Sunday     Sunday, September 8 is 
"Motorcycle Sunday", when hundreds of Vintage 
Motorcycle Enthusiasts come to Vashon. The 
hospitality committee is organizing a refreshment 
table again, to be set up outside in front of the church. 
Please plan to donate cookies etc., homemade or 
purchased. This coming Sunday we will have a sign-
up sheet for volunteers to help set up by 8 am, and 
then to attend the table, and clean up at the finish. 
Please plan to help out in whatever way possible for 
this outreach effort. 

September 2020 versus 
One Year Ago – September 2019 

 
When we start each month’s newsletter the issue from the previous 
year is brought forth and the process of updating it with current 
information and dates begins.  This allows a season-correct format 
and design while simply pasting in the articles written this last week. 
Because of the process, your editor inadvertently compares what 
was going on the year before with what’s happening now.  Looking 
at the activities on the “Important Dates’ for last year, we can see a 
big difference in the kind of activities and the needs of the 
congregation. “First Friday Ice Cream and Fire Pit, Motorcycle 
Sunday, Bike Recycle Event, Hospital District Speaker, VPC Book 
Club, Mental Health Forum, Combined Service With VUMC and 
the Harvest Supper” just to name a few. Who would have thought 
that our lives and routine would change so much…..and who had 
ever heard of ZOOM?!  Well our church services are now on Zoom 
and are as spiritually inspiring and uplifting as always.  Pastor 
Leigh, the session and deacons have worked tirelessly to provide and 
coordinate connection times on Zoom, telephone calls, hand written 
notes, goodies from the deacons and safe distancing visits so that we 
are not isolated from our church family. The activities on “Important 
Dates” this year are mostly on Zoom.  Happy Hours, Art in Worship, 
Tuesday “coffee at Sporty’s”, text study, faith formation classes, 
game night and early morning prayer times as well as Sunday 
services (all on Zoom) round out the church calendar.  Going 
forward Pastor Leigh would like to devote more time to pastoral 
care. It is a time when we are hesitant to look back to last year for 
assurance and uncertain how to look forward to see what is realistic 
for the coming months. We  know that God’s love is constant.  We 
can support and reassure one another.  It’s been good to begin mini 
gatherings but we’re still very much in the arena of Zoom, email and 
social media for ongoing connection. One might wonder how this 
years’s “Important Dates” will compare with that of September 
2021?  
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Thoughts from Leigh…. 
 
Dear Ones of Vashon, 
 

“I smell chili and cornbread.  Must mean football.”  Those are words that my family have all 
said on Saturdays for most of their lives.  In our house, Saturdays in the fall mean homemade 
chili on the stove, cornbread in the oven and football on the television.  The combination of 
these things also says home to them, and means mom is home.   
 

Ritual is an important part of how we do life together as human beings.  Individuals have 
rituals, families have rituals, churches and many other organizations all make meaning together 
through ritual.  A good friend of mine shared that he always sweeps the porch when he first gets 
to what was once his parents’ home.  In this way, he is not only caring for this home but 
honoring something that has been passed to him in his family, something entrusted to him to be 
a steward. 
 

I’ve been thinking about the rituals of church, ones that are common from church to church and 
ones that are part of individual congregations.  I’ve been here just long enough to see them at 
work in the life of this church too.  Jacq ringing the bell on Sunday mornings, a faithful group 
of ladies gathering for breakfast each week, volunteers who faithfully get the mail and answer 
the phone, the all church yard sale, and many other things.   
 

We engage in ritual each Sunday as part of our worship, we gather and prayer and sing, we 
drink coffee and catch up, we exchange conversation that is unique to us while paying attention 
to who might be new.  We honor ritual but we aren’t confined by it, there is always room for 
new ideas and new people.   
 

Rituals, at their best, tether us to one another and to those that have gone before us.  Just like 
my friend who sweeps his porch, they bring a sense of oneness with those we hold dear.  
Rituals, at their worst, become exclusive.  Holding up our rituals and asking, “Does this give us 
life?” is an important question for all people, churches included.   
 

I see life giving ritual taking place in our congregation.  I cherish the ways in which you make 
meaning of this life we share together, this family we create with one another.  And I am 
grateful for how beautifully you make space for others who join us.   
 

The greatest ritual we observe as a church is to love.  We are tethered to Jesus when we love 
like he taught us to love.  People who know my family closely know that on Saturdays in the 
fall, we have chili, for us and anyone who stops by.  And in the same way, let the people in our 
community know that we are a church who loves and we always have more than enough for 
anyone who stops by. 
 

Grace for your journey, 
 

Leigh 
 

 
Dear Ones of VPC, 
 
For the last week or so the church has been filled with the noise of teachers preparing rooms for both 
Carpe Diem and Creative Preschool.  I’m so excited to see the kids and hear their joyful noise coming and 
going in our hallways.  They remind me each day that there is so much going on in this building.   
 
One of my favorite books that I read to my children when they were little was called Ignacio’s Chair by 
Gloria Evangelista.  It is the story of a man who once carved a chair, a long time ago.  The man had since 
died but the chair continued through time, seeing lots of things and with many people sitting on it and 
having it as part of their lives.  I love that story and it reminds me of the life of this building that is VPC, 
build long ago, with so many people coming and going and allowing their stories to be told within its 
walls.  From Carpe Diem and Creative to our 12-step groups, the Chorale, the Opera, IFCH dinners and so 
much more, including our own congregation, this building continues to see and support vibrant life! 
 
As we move into the fall we will continue to see more moments where life is blossoming and stories are 
being shared in this place.  On September 28th, we will host our Fall Mental Health Forum.  It’s a time 
where more stories will be told, more hearts will find safe space.  I would encourage you to come and 
share in the experience with us, invite your friends and neighbors.  By continuing this conversation, we 
continue to work together to erase the stigma of mental illness and make it safe to share our stories.   
 
What stories will this building of ours hear, what life will it continue to see and hold?  I like thinking of it 
recording each moment, from generation to generation, capturing the sounds of laughter and tears.  I pray 
that continue to create the safe space together to welcome those moments, for everyone. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Leigh 
  
 

 
 
 
Dear Ones of VPC, 
 
As I write this to you, I’ve just been walking through my backyard noticing the first couple of crunchy fallen 
leaves, partly from my lack of watering but largely giving hints that summer is waning.  Having grown up on 
the East Coast, seasons were more defined.  Summer was summer, it was hot and filled with afternoon 
thunderstorms to cool things off.  Fall was full of colorful leaves and got perpetually colder until winter 
presented itself and the world grew cold and quieter.  Then, of course, spring and all of its color.   
 
What I have learned in my 27 years living in the PNW is that seasons have more gradual changes, and each 
season has mini seasons within it.  Rain will soon come but there will be days where the skies clear and we 
bask in the moments.  Such is the life of faith in so many ways.  Things come easily at times, and other times 
we wonder where God is and why we can’t feel the closeness for which we long.  We wax and wane through 
our seasons. 
 
I suspect that Covid-19 is adding to the turbulence of seasonal changes this time around.  Impending rain will 
force us to rethink how we gather.  The dry evenings walking with friends or gathering at a distance in 
backyards will be less frequent.  We will, once again, how to become creative.   
 
We will have to be intentional and rethink how we do what we do in order to maintain the closeness we all 
want.  And I wonder if that’s a bit of a gift in this season.  Our relationship with God also requires us to be 
intentional, to think and rethink where we are and what it is, we feel and need.  Practices and disciplines that 
worked for us in the past may need some rethinking.  We might be being invited to try something new with 
our prayer time/life.   
 
This is a good time to check in with yourself, with God.  What might you be being called to try or experience 
in a new way?  As always, I am so happy to check in with you and think and talk and dream about what is 
and what can be.  God is with us.  Through each and every season, we need to be intentional with our spirits.  
Seasons change but God never does. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Leigh 
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Mission Resource  
Team News 

Area of Responsibility 
Financials, Building and Grounds 

 

Faith Exploration Team News 
Area of Responsibility 

Bible study, Christian formation (all ages) 
 

Hospitality/Fellowship  
Team News 

Area of Responsibility 
Hospitality, Fellowship 

Last Phase of Re-roofing Project Complete 

New Early Morning Service Begins this Month 
Pastor Leigh met with those interested in having an 
early meditative service on Sundays.  It will not be 
meant as a second full service but rather a meditative 
time for those who wish to participate.  It will be 20 to 
30 minutes long beginning at 8:30 AM. Plans are still 
being developed.  If interested talk to Pastor Leigh.  
The early service will be in the new Chapel. 
 

Liturgy Group  The liturgy group has been meeting 
Wednesdays at 10 am.  It is a very rewarding, 
thought provoking time.  If you’re free Wednesday 
mornings you should come and give it a try! 

Our sanctuary will look a little 
different with new carpeting. It was fun 
worshipping in the Great Hall, but I am 
looking forward to being back in our 
lovely sanctuary. A very special thank 
you to Jacq Skeffington and his hard 
working crew.  

 
Communion and Rededication Service We will not 
have communion Sunday September 2nd . Instead we 
are planning a rededication of our sanctuary on 
September 23rd. This special service will include 
communion, a message from our Executive Presbyter, 
Scott Lumsden, piano and organ music. I hope that 
you will be able to attend! 
 
Brownie Carver, Worship Elder 

Buildings and Grounds Can you believe it’s 
September already? Where did this Summer go?  
Thanks to all who helped with the Annual Yard 
Sale August 3rd and especially to Barb Huff for 
coordinating volunteers again this year. Not only 
did we receive donations of $1,600.00, we enjoyed 
a wonderful day of sharing thoughts and stories 
with islanders and visitors. Many also stopped in to 
admire the sanctuary and the rest of the building. 
The building is once again abuzz with activity as 
teachers, future students and parents prepare 
classrooms, play fields and gardens for Carpe 
Diem Primary and Creative Preschool. Special 
thanks to Chris Coldeen for repairs in the preschool 
classrooms and to Here Theime, Sheryl Lehman and 
Kathy O’Laughlin for the hours they put in over the 
summer tending and watering the grounds. I’m 
always amazed to notice something different in the 
small garden near the north entrance which they 
lovingly transformed in the spring 
“The King of Pane” did a wonderful Job cleaning 
all our windows, both inside and out, at a very 
reasonable rate as did Kenny Judd, stripping and 
resealing the bathroom floors in the nursery and 
adjacent to the sanctuary. 
Contractors are busy now clearing the brush along 
the west side of the parking lot behind the church. 
They will soon replace the broken-down pieces of 
fence along that line with a new continuous chain 
link fence. We hope this will cut down on the foot 
traffic, trash and vandalism we’ve experienced in 
the parking lot and provide a safer environment in 
the south end play yard. 
 

Blessings,  
Jacq Skeffington, Mission Resource Elder 

 
 
 

Summer Suppers     Summer suppers were well 
attended and most thought them fun and 
informative. A hearty THANKS! to the following 
for hosting: Barbara Zoe, Jan and Nancy  
vanRoessel, Bob and Carol  Spangler, Claudia 
and Al Ross Weston, Thomas Abraham,   
 
Gratitude – Harvest Supper in November   
Save the date,  Saturday, November 9th.    We will  
celebrate volunteers and the grace with which all 
of our members and friends of VPC have served 
our congregation and community throughout the 

Adult Faith Formation Class  We continued 
Spiritual Journaling by popular demand. The last 
class will be Tuesday September 1 at 7 pm.  Thanks 
to all who participated. The class provided 
inspiration for continuing with your own personal 
journaling. We are considering topics and materials 
for a new class. If you have ideas please contact Al 
Ross Weston.   
  
The  VPC Book Club will meet via Zoom at 7 pm 
on September 18th.  We will discuss The Nightingale 
by Kristin Hannah.  
 

Upcoming Book Club Selections 
 

October   Ho Chi Minh: A Life  William J Duiker 
 
November  One Long River of Song   Brian Doyle  
 
 

Al Ross Weston, Faith Exploration Elder 

Mini Gatherings    The mini gatherings are starting to 
pick up speed.  More and more members are feeling 
safe when masks, distancing and meeting outside are 
the conditions set forth for the gathering.  If you 
would like to join in or host a get-together, contact 
Nancy Tucker to coordinate. 
 
Hospitality Meeting      There will be a Hospitality 
Team meeting Friday at 9 am.  We would like to 
initiate other activities that bring our church family 
closer together and will be open to suggestions and 
ideas this Friday.    

Buildings and Grounds   The windows in the upper 
room, chapel, library, both offices, classrooms, and 
the social hall were cleaned inside and out 8/18/20 by 
Robert Ortega, “The King of Pane”. All carpeting in 
the great hall, social hall, reception areas and the 
office will be cleaned by Robin Lewis on Tuesday, 
September 2nd.  
 
Carpe Diem returned to outdoor classes August 31st. 
Children will meet in small cohorts with teachers on 
Mondays and Tuesdays and work remotely the rest of 
the week to start out. They intend to use Creative 
Preschool’s gazebo in the courtyard and set up a tent 
in the parking lot, only enter the building for 
bathroom use. Please refrain from entering the 
church on Mondays and Tuesdays if possible and 
wear a mask at all times in the building. Creative 
Preschool is not planning to hold any classes this year. 
 
I’d like to invite you to a socially distant work party 
Saturday, September 5th, from 10-noon. We’ll plan 
to pick up trash around the parking lot, trim hedges 
and shrubbery, cut back blackberries, deadhead the 
rhododendrons and generally freshen up the grounds 
for the fall. Please bring clippers, string trimmers, 
rakes and shovels. We’ll spread out around the 
grounds but please wear a mask also.  
 
There are a still couple of drainage issues in the 
crawlspace beneath the social hall and parking lot that 
we can only address in the drier months. Please 
contact me if you'd be willing to help and we can 
coordinate our schedules. 
 
Blessings and Grace, 
Jacq Skeffington, Buildings & Grounds 
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Worship  
Team News 

Areas of Responsibility 
Sacraments celebration, music program, 
readers, bulletin, ecumenical worship,  

church décor 

Purposeful Service  
Team News 

Area of Responsibility 
Scholarship, Mary’s Place Worship,  

IFCH Dinners, Mission Partner Relations 

Invitation and Outreach 
Team News 

Area of Responsibility 
New Members and Discipleship,  

Evangelism and Invitation 

Meet and Greets have been going on all summer. 
We are getting to know Leigh better because of 
them but, additionally, we are getting to know one 
another better too! The pictures below are of the 
gathering for the “west side” families.  We fell into 
telling what we were doing in the late 1960s. As we 
went around the table we all learned a great deal 
about each one’s “early- often pre-Vashon” years. 

 
Book Club Selections by Month 

 
Sept       Turtles All the Way 
Down                         
Oct.        Bobby 
Kennedy                                        
Nov        Souls in the Hands of a Tender 
God   
Dec.        Maya Angelou  ( Books about or by 
her) 
Jan.         Small Great Things    
Feb.        Homegoing                                       
          Mar.       The Other Alcott    
Apr.        The Devil in the White City       

 
			Biker Sunday! 

 
Biker Sunday!  Many 
thanks to all who brought 
delicious treats to share 
with Seattle Vintage 
Motorcycle Enthusiasts on 
their annual Vashon run.  
And also to those who 
handled the logistics of 
setting up and taking down 
tables, brewed the coffee, 
made sure the table 
remained well stocked and 
greeted visitors with warm 
smiles through the morning. 
This annual effort by VPC 
members is appreciated and 
remembered very much by 
VME members. 
 
Larry Commeree,  
 

 Worship Survey   The surveys have been very 
helpful. Thank you to everyone who replied with 
their opinions.  
 
Worship Team Meeting   The worship team will be 
meeting on Wednesday, September 2 at 7:00 pm.   
 
Please contact Brownie at 
bc2vashon@centurytel.net, if you would like to 
furnish music for our Sunday service 
 
Brownie Carver, Worship Elder 

First Friday     Join us Friday, September 6th for 
homemade ice cream and marshmallows by the fire 
pit in the front yard. Greet your neighbors  
Motorcycle Sunday     Sunday, September 8 is 
"Motorcycle Sunday", when hundreds of Vintage 
Motorcycle Enthusiasts come to Vashon. The 
hospitality committee is organizing a refreshment 
table again, to be set up outside in front of the church. 
Please plan to donate cookies etc., homemade or 
purchased. This coming Sunday we will have a sign-
up sheet for volunteers to help set up by 8 am, and 
then to attend the table, and clean up at the finish. 
Please plan to help out in whatever way possible for 
this outreach 
BIKE DRIVE for the community September 14th 
9AM - 1PM at the church. We are working with Bike 
Works of Seattle to recycle bike (bikeworks.org). 
They refurbish bikes for use in their programs or give 
away bikes, or upcycle parts, both locally and 
internationally. Bike Works accepts all bikes, bike 
parts and bike accessories, but they are especially in 
need of bikes in good condition, particularly these 
types of bikes:  

20-inch wheel BMX-style bikes �                             
24- and 26-inch wheel mountain bikes�              
Road bikes of any size, especially smaller road 
bikes.  

We are in need of volunteers to work that day, recycle 
any bikes you have, tell friends and neighbors to 
bring in their bikes, someone to put up event posters 
around town, trucks and trailers to haul bikes to 
BikeWorks in Seattle.  

This is a great project for outreach - helping the 
community, recycling - a win for all.  

Barb Huff, Invitation and Outreach Elder 

Purposeful Service team met via zoom on August 
14.  We decided to proceed with the Heindsmann 
Scholarship selection even though the building may 
still be closed.  Claudia Ross-Weston is handling the 
publicity.  Forms and returns will be sent by 
mail.  Interviews in October will be held according to 
the guidelines then in place. 
  
The team recommended, and session agreed, that 
$500 from the mission initiative fund will be donated 
to Mary's Place for a children's program.  A 
speaker from Mary's Place will give a moment for 
mission in September.  We  have also been in touch 
with Binh Nguyen about the Vietnam Ministries, 
one of VPC's mission partners.  We will provide 
more information about this program after our 
discussions with him.  The team is looking at other 
organizations to support with funds designated for 
mission. 
  
We continue to ask the VPC community to support 
IFCH and the Food Bank during this time of great 
need for their services.  We are also asking members 
to use the recycling of styrofoam and similar 
materials, as described in the e-News.  If you have 
those materials but are unable to take them to the 
designated location, please contact Bob or Jacq 
Skeffington for a pickup. 
  
Bob Spangler, Purposeful Service Elder 

VPC Game Night  Game Night has proven to be one 
of the hits of the difficult stay-at-home pandemic 
season.  Plan to join the fun and find out what 
everyone is talking about.  Fridays at  
7 pm! 
 
Barb Huff, Outreach Elder 

First Sunday Recycling Event Coming Soon! 
 

“First Sunday, Recycling Event”   September 6th  
Use the list provided at the end of August and September Enews as you gather items. 
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Clerk’s Corner 
 
Session held its monthly meeting August 18th via 
ZOOM with all Elders present. Pastor Leigh reported 
that people are appearing worn out due to the 
pandemic and social justice concerns. She intends to 
increase socially distant pastoral care, coming to 
Vashon twice per week and meeting with individuals 
or small groups in outdoor settings. Please call her or 
the office to set up a time. Treasurer Jim Lilje 
reported that VPC is still in good financial 
condition. Discussion followed concerning additional 
funds received as shareholders from the final sale of 
the OMAX Corporation. In light of the financial 
uncertainty ahead of us, Session decided to retain the 
funds in our general bank account. A WiFi access 
point has been added in the sanctuary to enhance 
internet access there. This will allow individuals to 
join ZOOM meetings and worship services while in 
the sanctuary and add performances on the piano or 
organ from VPC to the services. Brownie Carver 
reported that the Worship committee conducted a 
survey of the congregation about resuming limited 
worship in the sanctuary. Results are still coming in 
and being reviewed. Bob Spangler reported that 
publicity for the Heindsmann scholarship will be sent 
out in September with a possible decision and award 
in late October. $500 will be donated to Mary’s Place 
for a “summer fun day” program for children. Friday 
night game nights are still gaining popularity and 
Outreach Elder Barb Huff is getting closer to 
publishing sermons on our website. Hospitality elder 
Elizabeth Loveness reported that small gatherings are 
picking up speed. Many members are are developing 
routines for safe distancing in person to person 
meetings. It is rewarding to see these fledgling get-to-
gethers. We could be in a restricted environment for 
quite some time and its nice to be experiencing the 
joy of getting together - even if in this limited 
manner. Liz is also researching other books for a 
congregation wide read on social justice issues.   
 
Blessings and Grace, 
Jacq Skeffington, Clerk of Session 
 
 

 
 

 

A thoughtful moment at Mary’s  Place Picnic 

On-Line Giving 
 
VPC has had the ability to accept on-line donations 
on the church website for two months now. A few 
people have tried it out. It may be time for a little 
more information. Donations can be made either by 
using your credit card or by creating an on-line 
profile to make ACH donations. 
 
ACH payments are short for “Automated Clearing 
House” and also go by EFT (Electronic Funds 
Transfer) or direct deposit. An ACH transaction is 
simply the electronic transfer of money between two 
bank accounts, such as the transfer of funds from 
your checking account into the bank account of the 
church. You likely have some familiarity with this 
concept, whether your paycheck or Social Security is 
direct deposited into your checking account or you 
pay your cable bill by auto-pay each month. 
 
We accept (and encourage!) ACH payments for 
donations for several important reasons: 
• Lower processing costs or no costs for ACH 

means VPC ends up receiving a higher 
percentage of each donation. Credit card 
companies charge a transaction fee of 45 
cents per donation and a processing fee of 
2.75% of the amount donated. You receive 
full credit for your donations but the church 
receives the reduced amount. 

• ACH payments are fast and secure 
• Checking accounts don’t expire or decline 

like credit cards 
 
ACH is strongly preferred. Please consider using 
your checking account for payments (also known as 
ACH). Checking accounts are more stable than credit 
or debit cards, and don’t expire. 
 
Diana Lilje, Financial Secretary 
 

Mission Resource  
Team News 

Area of Responsibility 
Financials, Building and Grounds 
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Make Time to Laugh 

“A day without laughter is a day wasted.” 
 Charlie Chaplin 
 
“There is nothing in the world so irresistibly contagious as laughter and good humor.”   
Charles Dickens 
 
It’s pretty clear that Charles Dickens never met COVID-19.  But it is true that laughter, one of God’s 
greatest gifts to us, is very infectious.   In these times of flattening the curve, this is an infection we should 
proactively spread.  But what is there to laugh about these days?  A lot, actually. 
 
We can start with ourselves.  Who among us does not remember receiving Reader’s Digest years ago?  
The features “Life in These United States,” “Humor in Uniform,” and “All in A Day’s Work” were 
genuinely funny, largely because people revealed personal moments of embarrassment and were able to 
poke fun at themselves.    
 
We can also find humor in our own environment, usually when things have gone wrong.  Some of the 
funniest stories arise from situations that weren’t viewed so humorously at the time.  Jay Leno tells of 
having grown up in a house with sisters.  When he was about 10, his mother asked him to bike to the store 
and pick up some napkins and set them on the table for a dinner party that evening.  He did as she asked.  
When Jay’s mom led the guests into the dining room, she was apoplectic to find he had set the table with 
Kotex napkins.   
 
We know that laughter is a powerful medicine for the body.  A daily dose of it revs up our immune 
systems, improves our memory, relieves our pain and eases our stress.  It is also potent medicine for the 
soul.   With laughter in our souls, it’s hard to carry a grudge and it’s much easier to overlook slights, and 
to forgive.  When there is laughter in our souls, we can spot someone who lacks it, and as the old hymn 
says, brighten the corner where we are. 
 
Think about making a go-to list of things that make you laugh, to have handy when you’re feeling 
especially cross or anxious.  Tip: Searching “Humor” on Pinterest will yield tons of funny quotes and 
cartoons.    
 
Also, think about actually scheduling time each day to read or watch something that lifts your spirits, or 
even better, gives you a good old-fashioned belly laugh.   At least for a while, the world will be a cheerier 
place. 
 
Deacon Nancy Tucker 
 
P.S.  If you were a fan of the germaphobic detective Adrian Monk, you’ll enjoy this video short featuring 
a reunion of the cast.  To skip the introduction, cue the video to 1:40. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f4W2xmqjvx4 
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Calendar for September 2020 
(All events on Zoom unless Otherwise Stated) 
Sept 
2      Worship Team Meeting  7 pm 
4      Hospitality Team Meeting  9 am 
6      Morning Prayer Service 8:30 am 
6      Sunday Worship Service at 10 am (Communion Service)       
13     Morning Prayer Service 8:30 am 
13     Sunday Worship Service 10 am 
15     Deacon’s Meeting   3:30 pm 
15     Session Meeting   4:30 pm 
18     VPC Book Club    7 pm 
20     Morning Prayer Service 8:30 am 
20     Sunday Worship Service 10 am 
27     Morning Prayer Service 8:30 am 

 27     Sunday Worship Service 10 am   

Please note:  Dates, times and events may change after publication.  Refer to the weekly e-News 
or Sunday bulletin for confirmation of details. 

ONGOING ACTIVITIES 
 

Art in Worship Sundays 2 pm � 

Text Study Group Mondays Noon 

Coffee at Sporty’s  Tuesdays 9 am 

Movement Prayer Wednesdays 8 am 

Happy Hours Mon Wed Fri 5 pm 

Games Nights   Fridays 7 pm 


